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Even now that we're all grown up, we can't help but look back on our childhood holidays and hope

to recapture that elusive spirit of joyful anticipation. Celebrating Christmas is so often about

nostalgia. With a nod and a wink to the days of Christmas past, It's a Wonderful Christmas presents

classic images of the Yuletide icons of mid-20th-century America.Bubbler lights and

glow-in-the-dark icicles. Catalogues crammed with toys. Norad bulletins tracking Rudolph's red nose

through the nighttime sky. Along with hundreds of such quintessentially American illustrations,

author Susan Waggoner stocking-stuffs her lively text with fascinating bits of information, lore, and

lists. Wonder what the all-time most popular Christmas song is? How the tradition of the department

store Santa got started? The answers are here. Loaded with images of vintage Christmas cards,

wrapping paper, magazine ads, Lionel toy trains, and more, all in full color, this charming book will

appeal to anyone who associates Christmas with home movies, "The Chipmunk Song," and Santa

relaxing with an ice-cold bottle of Coca-Cola.
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IT'S A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS was given to me by an old friend last December 25th, and I

really dig it. The book is subtitled, "The Best Of The Holidays 1940-1965" and if you have Christmas

memories that fall within that time frame (as I do), you will enjoy it all the more. Susan Waggoner

does a nice job of organizing and revisiting so many of the heartwarming aspects of The Ghost Of

Christmas Past. The pages are awash in bright color - this IS Christmas afterall - and the book is

lavishly illustrated with photos and old print ads that will bring out the lost little boy or girl in all but



the most cynical among us. IT'S A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS covers most of the secular joys and

traditions that we associate with America's grandest holiday.There was only one category that

Waggoner surprisingly missed, and that was our love for Christmas-themed movies and television

programs. Granted, most of the classic Christmas TV specials were produced after 1965, but still 'A

CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS' ('65) and 'RUDOLPH THE RED-NOSED REINDEER' ('64) fall

within the target, and so do many of the popular Christmas movies, the viewing of which has

become an important part of the Christmas celebrations in the majority of households. Waggoner

missed a great opportunity to relate how America's favorite Christmas movie, 'IT'S A WONDERFUL

LIFE' (which she even borrowed for the title of her wonderful book), started out as just a sketchy

little story used as a Christmas card by its writer, Philip VanDoren Stern. The only other less than

glowing comment I have to make is that the book comes to a strangely abrupt ending. One minute

we're reading about Christmas candies, and the next minute the book has come to anYou see? Just

like that, it's over!
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